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March 16, 2010

The Ethical Responsibility of the American Church towar ds Palestinian Christians

The topic that | was asked to address is a verpitapt subject. It is the ethical responsibility

of the American Evangelical church towards PaléstitChristians.

| believe the first thing that the church in theitdd States needs do in living out this mission is
to first and foremost declare the gospel of JesussC That sounds simple, but | don’t think the
church has been declaring the whole gospel of Jéktist. Instead, it has been preaching a very

individualistic gospel and it has not declareddbspel that Jesus wanted it to declare.

When Jesus came, He declared that “the Kingdonodfi&at hand! The Kingdom of God is at
hand! The Kingdom of God is at hand!” The paraldé&Jesus were about the Kingdom. When
He taught His disciples to pray, He taught thermray for the Kingdom to “come on earth as it
is in Heaven.” The emphasis must be put on thelsvton earth”! His gospel is not simply pie

in the sky when people die.

Understand that | am at that point in my life whiglis good to know that there is a Heaven for
those who trust in Jesus Christ as their persaanab§ but having said that | have to add that
Jesus came into the world not only to get peoyite treaven when they die, but to declare a
Kingdom that He wanted to see established heradh-e-a Kingdom marked with justice and

love.

| didn’t get this message of the Kingdom when | wesving up. In my Baptist church in
Philadelphia, salvation meant only one thing: gettieady for the next world. When | was 12

years old, | remember sitting in a pew as my mamnisdised his voice and looked straight at me
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from the pulpit and said, “Are you ready to diefAvas only 12 years old! I'm glad that there is
a Heaven and that there is a Christ who througha®algets me there, but at 12 | just wanted a

little more time to get ready.

Presently, | belong to an African-American chunctPhiladelphia and it is a church that
brilliantly handles the problem of dying. | remeenlthe first time | was present at an African-
American funeral. Being lItalian, | had only beertalian funerals before that, and they were
quite different. We Italians scream and yell atedtals...and | have a feeling that Palestinians
may act just the same way that we do. Consequegtigg to an African-American funeral was

mind boggling because at the service everyone sté&ortee happy.

The minister spoke on life after death, and he nitestgund so wonderful that halfway through
his message, | wished that | was dead! Then he cklown from the pulpit and went to where
the family of the deceased was seated and spadkernowords of comfort, and his words were

beautiful.

The last thing he did was that he went over tooiben casket and for the last 20 minutes of the
service, he preached to the corpse. He yelledr&dce! Clarence!” And he spoke with such
enthusiasm and authority that | would not have seprised had there been an answer. He
said, “Clarence, there are a lot of things we sthdmalve said to you and we didn’t get to say
them because you got away too quickly. Well, I'oing to say them now.” Then he went
through a litany of beautiful, wonderful things ti@Zlarence had done for people, thanking him

over and over again for all the good that he hatedo

When he had finished his sermon, this pastor sirsipbuted, “Well! That's it, Clarence!

There’s nothing more to say. And when there’s mgtimore to say, there is only one thing to
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say, Good night, Clarence! Good night!” Then habyed the lid of the casket and slammed it

shut.

Shock waves went over the congregation and whéeiftéx his head you could see that there
was a smile on his face and, speaking to the cas&etent on to say, “Good night, Clarence!
Good night, Clarence! ‘Cause | KNOW—I KNOW—THAT ®QS GOING TO GIVE YOU

A GOOD MORNING!” With that, the choir stood ancged to sing “On that Great Getting Up
Morning, We Shall Rise, We Shall Rise.” The entomgregation jumped to its feet. | myself
was hugging people and dancing in the aisles.a#t then that | knew that | was in the right
church—a church that could take death and tumtadt & celebration. That is the church of Jesus

Christ.

| wanted to say all of this because | do not wanmhinimize the individualistic salvation that
gets us into Heaven when we die, but | want tomgtocsay that the main thrust of Jesus’

message is about a Kingdom here in this world wieere and justice prevail.

Whenever my sociology students ask, “Can you caizeréhat, Professor? Can you give us
specifics?” | always answer yes, and then | giestta variety of passages of Scripture, but the
one | rely on most is in Isaiah 65, starting ateet?. It reads that the Kingdom of God will be
like this: “No more shall children die in infancy'Every day, 25,000 children die of starvation
or diseases related to malnutrition. This passaggling us that in the Kingdom that will no

longer be the case.

In the same chapter we read that all people w# dut their lives in health and wellbeing. It
goes on to say that people will build houses aatlttiey themselves will get to live in them and

not others. | was driven around Bethlehem andsd¢gm yesterday and | saw many houses that
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people had built for themselves, but other peo@e=viving in them. But the good news is that
when the Kingdom becomes a historical reality adeed in Isaiah 65, this will no longer be

the case.

These verses in Isaiah 65 go on to say that wreKititgdom comes on earth as it is in Heaven,
everyone will have a job in the vineyard and easts@n will get the benefits of his or her labor
and not somebody else. This passage says th&dramiwill not be born to calamity.” For the

environmentalist, there is the good news that hezishall they hurt the earth anymore.”

This is a wonderful passage. It is very concrédtspecifies economic wellbeing, decent

housing, good jobs, people living out their livadealth and wellbeing.

When we preach the gospel in the American churehmeed to preach a holistic salvation that
leaves no room for people who are not enjoyindotireefits of the Kingdom. It is our duty to
make the American church aware of the fact thabnbt here in Palestine, but around the
world, things must change so that God’s will wil Bone in bringing love and justice into their
lives. Jesus wants to change this world from vithatinto what He wants it to be. | can't
emphasize that strongly enough. The Bible says; God so loved the world...” He wants
justice to prevail in His world and | think thatadldressing the Palestinian situation this fact
may be ignored because the Evangelical churchmatgsut sufficient emphasis on people living
in the Kingdom in the here and now. Our respolfigibs to call Christians into a movement

that makes justice and love realities in the ligkall peoples of the world.

The second thing that we must do is to challengeiid of nationalism that approves of

American foreign policy without raising questionEhere is a tendency for nationalism to
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become a form of idolatry so that any who questionnation’s policies are treated as thought

they are questioning what God has dictated.

Within American Christianity, there is a tendenowards what Emil Durkheim, the famous
French sociologist, called “totemism.” As Durkhesorveyed societies around the world, he
asked himself a very simple question: “Why is dtteverywhere people believe in God? The
way in which God is defined is different in eacldavery society. Each societal system seems

to come up with its own concept of God. Why isthn?”

In order to answer this question, he specificailylged a group of aboriginal people living in the
interior of Australia. He wanted to observe themng through the process of creating their

culture—and with it creating their concept of Gdde noted the following:

Stage One—this group of aboriginal people, oveersod of time, developed
certain traits and characteristics that made thistindt. Certainly, when | am
here with the Palestinian people, | observe a geapb have a distinct culture
and a distinct set of values that make them distioe the traits and values of
people in the Israeli culture.

Stage Two—He observed that, little by little, theople in this aboriginal society
began to identify with an animal that in some wgamybBolized for them the traits
of their tribe. Durkheim calls such an animal @ém.” He saw an innate
tendency for people in many societal systems totifyetheir social traits with
animals. A given tribe may say that its peopleasstrong as an ox. Another
tribe may consider its people wise as owls. 8&tilbther, swift as a deer, and still
another, sly as a fox.

Stage Three—Little by little, Durkheim observedtttiee people came to worship
the animal and it is here that Durkheim springsittisllectual trap that troubles
many Christian sociology students. He arguesitipeople end up worshiping an
animal which is nothing more than a collective esgntation of their own traits
and values, they are really worshiping themselves.

Durkheim’s conclusion is a simple one. “Religiohg says, “is nothing more than a process

wherein people end up worshiping a god that i litiore than an incarnation of their own traits
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and values.” Do not be shocked at this for itdiaatly what the Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 1

when he said:

For what can be known about God is plain to thezoabhse God has shown it to
them. Ever since the creation of the world, hésrel power and divine nature,
invisible though they are, have been understoodsaerd through the things he
has made. So they are without excuse; for tholigi knew God, they did not
honor him as God or give thanks to him, but thegabee futile in their thinking,
and their senseless minds were darkened. Claitoibg wise, they became
fools; and they exchanged the glory of the Immd&ad for images resembling
mortal human beings or birds or four-footed aninwailseptiles... They exchanged
the truth about God for a lie and worshiped andes®the creature rather than the
Creator.—Romans 1:19-25

In the words of George Bernard Shaw, “God createith iHis image—and we decided to return

the favor!”

You may be saying that God is not a totemisticydeitAmerican Christianity, but | have to tell
you that as | go across America, | hear Jesus lakagribed from the pulpit and He comes
across as a white Anglo-Saxon Protestant Republigé® Americans have created God in our

own image.

The problem with a totemistic deity is that whea fieople establish a totemistic deity, which |
contend is common the United States, they nevestiquetheir nation’s policies because they
view the policies of their nation as having conenirGod. When America went to war with
Irag, we Evangelicals waved our flags more thanahgr group. We were sure that God was
onour side. After all, why shouldn’t He be? We havedm&lim into an American and He
stands for all that we stand for. Our religiougdlidy to our government kept us from facing the
realities of the Iraq war. There were 1,500,000 <Tians in Iraq before that war broke out.
Many of us tried to yell and scream that the ineagf Iraq would set back Christian missionary

work in the Muslim world a thousand years, butAmeerican church was not about to listen.
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Today, there are less than 700,000 Christiansam IIChristians have fled that country. They
are persecuted for the first time. Their churcdresbeing burned down in Baghdad.

Nevertheless, Christians refuse to question a “again” president.

When American policy is drawn up in respect to Btae and Israel, again American church
people raise very few questions. While some libgeaominations have had leaders who have
raised protests against what has been happeniPalé@stine with illegal settlements, Evangelical
churches, led by some prominent television evasgelhave acted as though the Palestinian
people have no right to any of the land that wasgihated by the UN Resolution 242 as
belonging to the Palestinian people. We Evangslitasted our policy makers in respect to the
Israeli-Palestinian problems as seeing the Palassras having little, if any, rights to live ireth
Holy Land. The time has come for American Chrisdisand the Evangelical community

especially, to critique our policies in the Middtast from a biblical justice perspective.

The third thing we must do is to condemn racismeerlly racism against Arab peoples. We
American Evangelicals have allowed an increasingasity to be generated towards people of
Arab descent. There are great numbers of Evargé€liaristians who don’t even know that
there are such persons as Arab Christians. Skide this animosity has increased dramatically.
We have demonized Arab peoples on Christian rdtbavs and on certain Christian television

programs.

Eric Hoffer, in his bookThe True Believer, a book that has much insight for understandingtwh
is going on in our day and age, said clearly, “Averoent can exist without a god, but never
without a devil. For a movement to exist, thergaals has to be a devil that must be destroyed.”

Sadly, there are many religious leaders in theddn8tates that have organized movements that
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deem the Arab peoples living in Palestine in susimahic terms. There was a time when it was
the Communists whom we Evangelicals deemed asetvie Hut increasingly our animosity has
shifted toward the Arab peoples, and, if therenig@&areness that there are Christian
Palestinians, there is a sense that, while theylmeay milder form of the threatening Arabs, they
do not deserve much consideration. Sadly, thdeiase. It is the task of Christians to declare,
in accordance with Galatians 3:28 that in Christéhs neither Jew nor Greek, bond nor free,

male nor female—and that all are one in Christgesu

As we attack racism toward the Arab peoples, wet sinsultaneously attack the racism that is
so evident in anti-Semitism. | believe that therdsts movement would not have existed
without this prejudice. Christians have been Iprgesponsible for the nurturing of this anti-
Semitism, starting way back in the second centuitly thie earliest church fathers such as Origen
and Chrysostom. The latter wrote, “All Jews aredevers and racists. They are filthy people
and their synagogues are the dwelling places @rSatd houses of prostitution.” We Christians
have had a history of anti-Semitism down throughytbars, and wherever the Jews have gone
they have found themselves oppressed and beatam ddvenever they trusted in people, in the
end that trust was betrayed. The latest, of coasgou all know, was in Germany, where they
were fully integrated into the German society asrdsts, musicians and academicians. They
held high positions throughout society and thenasnean evil man with a mustache stood up
and yelled hatred towards our Jewish brothers aers, and the German people turned on their
own neighbors. The Jews were shocked that thikld@ppen. They couldn’t believe what was
taking place. No wonder Herzl and Weizmann thotigat the only hope for Jews to live in

safety and wellbeing was to have a nation of toein.
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We Christians always talk about living togethebesthers and sisters with people of other
religions. | have heard that kind of talk righté&én Bethlehem. The Jewish people will often
smile cynically at this talk because down deepd@shey are convinced that they can't live as
brothers and sisters with other peoples becausegsar later, those other peoples will turn
against them. The Church has a lot of repentirdpton respect to anti-Semitism, and not simply
because of what happened back there and then.ll Weow that anti-Semitism is still alive and

well and the Church does not speak out very muoltathis.

If the Jewish community that you live with lookstivsuspicion on non-Jews, and feels that they
have to stand against us and at times to pushsigario create room for themselves, we have to
understand why they have these attitudes. Whenlthieg in more and more Jewish people

from other countries to build up their populatianas to strengthen themselves as a nation, and
when they arm themselves to the teeth and becoenfedinth greatest military force in the world,
we have to understand the anxieties that give birthese tendencies. Remember, in the Middle
Ages Jewish people found themselves driven ouedéim countries, and watched as the Talmud
and the Mishna was burned before their eyes. Winerusades took place, Christians not only
marched down to the Holy Land to attack Muslimg,diuthe way the Crusaders marched down

the Rhine and killed every Jew in sight.

If there are any people on the face of the eadghghould stand up against anti-Semitism, it
should be the Christians. We worship a God whoecato the world incarnated in a Semitic

form.

| grew up in a Jewish neighborhood in Philadel@nd was with Jewish people as the ugly

stories filtered back from Auschwitz and Dachan.mly elementary school there were 3,000
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students and only four of us were not Jewish, sasbepeople were very familiar to me. They
were fun to be with and they were bright. Actuatty father moved our family out of an Italian
neighborhood into a Jewish neighborhood becauseah&d his son to take school seriously.
The reality is that Jewish people have had a dradition in scholarship and they deserve our

respect, and we must fight against prejudicesdimainish their dignity as persons.

Having declared opposition to the anti-Semitisnected at Jewish people, | now turn to the
responsibility of American Christians to stand giast the anti-Semitism directed towards

Arab peoples. And when it does not do so, the AcaarChurch should be ashamed of itself.
The stereotyping of Arab people has increased dreatlg since 9-11. The African-American
community was furious when people were being stgpsal on the basis of race, but these same
people are not saying much about the racial pngfibf Arab peoples. In actuality, my African-
American brothers and sisters are often hopingttieae will be more stereotyping of Arabs so
that they might be scrutinized in unusual wayssstoanake the rest of us feel safer on airplanes.
They put their own security, as do the rest ofab®ve the rights of Arab peoples to be treated as
equals. Benjamin Franklin once said, “When a matieems its security more important than
rights, it will end up with neither.” Thus, indmame of security, we must fight against any
attempt to deny Arab peoples the rights to whidytare due as members of the human race. In
the name of security, anti-Arab attitudes havehieda fevered pitch in the United States, and
the Church has not stood against this. | havéeatd of a single sermon being preached against

the demonization of Arab peoples.

Right now, we must deal with things that are gaangight here in Palestine. For if judgment is
to begin, it must begin here. Please understaatdttis the responsibility of Palestinian

Christians to stand up against some of the thingsdre being taught in the schools in the Gaza
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Strip. You cannot teach boys and girls in class®a view of history and an attitude towards
Jewish people that nurtures hate. The Churchesih@&@ethlehem must preach love for the
Jewish people or they will have no legitimacy whileey raise questions about the hatred that is
often nurtured toward Arab peoples in some Isis&iools. “Let judgment begin in the
household of God,” says the scripture. Let Paiesti Christians set their own house in order
against all forms of prejudice and discriminatigdnly then will our churches have legitimacy
when we start talking about the prejudices beimgatied towards Arab peoples that are often

propagated within the Jewish community.

| saw a film last night and you saw it, too. Wevsahat was happening in Hebron as young
Jewish teenagers were yelling hatred towards Rail®ss and calling for death to the Arabs.
They were just young people in their teens, andhawe to ask where did they get this hatred?
Where did they get this evil? Where was this wegsnurtured? We need to say to the Israel
government and to its community leaders that tttiside towards Arabs has to be condemned
and extinguished. We have to ask those in the $&tg¥Are you dealing with the hatred that is
being nurtured towards Arab peoples among the youghithere any attempt to bring an end to
this from those who sit in the Knesset? Is thereimderstanding that there can be no peace
between Palestinians and Israelis until hatredighia¢ing nurtured on both sides of the wall that

separates Jews and Palestinians is extinguished?”

There needs to be something akin to the Reconaiti&@ouncil that has worked so well in South
Africa. Not only has the Reconciliation Counciliked in Africa, but such councils have
already been set up to deal with the evils anatistracts that have existed on both sides of the

Protestant/Catholic divide in Northern Ireland.
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| was walking though O’Hare Airport in Chicago whieran into Peter Arnett, a one-time
broadcaster on the CNN Network. We knew each otledirand | called out, “Peter! Do you
have any good stories to share with me?” He krnibvassl am a preacher, and | let him know that

| was running out of stories.

He said, “Yeah, 1 do! | was in the West Bank, gaitihg a story in a small town, when a bomb
went off and it blew people all over the placeraddi troops moved in quickly and fenced off the
whole area and wouldn’t let anybody in or out.tHa midst of these shocking circumstances, a
man came running up to me with a bloody little gmd said, ‘Mister, she is going to die if |
don't get her to the hospital and the Israeli toan’t let me out of here. You're press, you

can get through the lines.

Peter went on to say, “At great risk, | put the raad the little girl in the back seat of my car,
covered them with a blanket and was able to get tieough the checkpoint. As | was hustling
as fast as | could to the hospital in Tel Avivputd hear the man holding the little girl in his
arms and crying and saying, ‘Could you go fast€duld you go faster? She’s going to die!
She’s going to die! Please go faster!” | kepingoas fast as | could, but it seemed like forever
before we got to the hospital. We rushed intoaimergency room where doctors took the child
from us and took her in for care in the operatiogmn. The man and | sat on a bench,
completely dissipated, drained of all energy. Ttiendoctor came out of the room, looked at

the man, and said, ‘I'm sorry. She’s gone.’

“The man started to cry,” Peter said. “I put mgnaaround him and said, ‘I have no children. |
can't tell you what to do or what to feel. | dokitow what it's like to lose a daughter.” The

man stood up and exclaimed, ‘Daughter? That Railastgirl is not my daughter. | am an
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Israeli settler. She’s noty daughter!” Then the man stopped and said, ‘Butiedhe time has

come for us to treat every child, whether thatdislisraeli or Arab, as a son or a daughter.”

That's the beginning of the end of the troubled &ast between the two peoples. We must
sense the common heritage as members of the hiaoan Anti-Semitism must be attacked on

both sides of the wall that separates the peopkdite in the Holy Land.

The fourth thing that we must do is to challengeg#aious theologies that create dangerous
ideologies. | know that some of us here are impehsational theology—a theology that was
developed by John Nelson Darby. It was his purpos®me up with an interpretation of
scripture that would solve what he believed wasssential problem for him and his followers.
He pointed out that the prophecies in the HebrelweBioncerning the destiny of the Jewish
people had never been fulfilled. They had not bexthe great nation that would be a blessing
to all humanity. Nor had they achieved the gresdribat would make them the paragon of all
nations. In order for those prophecies to belfatfi contended this 19th-century Anglican
theologian, the Jews would have to return to thgyHand and they would have their own

government and rule as a mighty people.

It is important to note that up until John NelsoarBy not a single theologian had ever had
anything like dispensationalism in mind. Noneladrh talked about “the Rapture,” a crucial part
of dispensational theology. If you go to CalvinLother or Zwingli, you won't find anything
about dispensationalism or the rapture in theitimgs. If you are Catholic and go to St. Thomas
Aquinas or Augustine, you won't find that they redything to say about this. It is almost as

though this theology came out of nowhere.
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As strange as this Johnny-come-lately theology begyt has become a dominant way of
thinking within Evangelical Christianity. It wasade prevalent through the use of the Scofield
Reference Bible published in the early part of28&h century. Nearly everyone | knew in the
Evangelical community had come to possess oneegktheference Bibles. | certainly did. Most
of we Evangelicals became convinced that the raitdse bottom of the page were just as
inspired by the Holy Spirit as the text at the tdphe page. Bible colleges grew up in which the
primary curriculum was to promote dispensationabtbgy, and they produced a whole
generation of preachers who gave dispensationaldfg an impressive presence throughout the

country.

If you were to go into any church and ask the ceggtion this simple question, “How many of
you believe in a rapture in which all of God’s ppwould be caught up in the air, leaving
reprobates behind to fall under the judgment of Byal would find almost a unanimous yes

from the people.

Dispensationalism coming from John Nelson Darbyleédsan array of preachers to make
predictions about exactly when Jesus would retdiime real danger is that one of the doctrines
connected with dispensationalism makes it clearttteaJewish people must be in total
possession of the Holy Land prior to Christ’s ratuilhe implications of this doctrine are all too
clear. It means that all Arab peoples who pregdin in the Holy Land either must leave or be
the victims of some kind of genocide. | have hagversations with dispensationalists who

actually see justification in the latter option.

The eschatology of the dispensationalist theolagdiscourages any kind of social action that

would promote God'’s justice in the world. It isnemonly assumed among them that the world
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will continue to get worse and worse and worsel sath time that Christ will return to interrupt

this social disintegration with what the dispermadiists call the rapture.

It is a good idea to get our eschatology from Jeatheer than from John Nelson Darby. In
Matthew 13, we read of a kind of rapture that enaetrically opposed to the one described by
dispensationalists. Instead of godly people beagght up from the earth, leaving unrepentant
sinners behind, Jesus tells us in Matthew 13:4flthese is another kind of rapture that is

diametrically opposed to the one described by Dathythe scriptures we read the following:

The Son of Man will send his angels, and they wollect out of his kingdom all
causes of sin and all evildoers, and they will ¥htbem into the furnace of fire
where there will be weeping and gnashing of tedthen the righteous will shine
like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Leyane with ears listen!—
Matthew 13:41-43

In that same chapter, Jesus lays out His viewstbhy when He declares that the Son of Man
goes out into a field and sows good seed, andviheree comes and sows weeds. Jesus goes on
to say that the wheat and the weeds grow up aldegsich other until the end—the eschaton.

At that time, the separation of the wheat fromwile=ds shall take place and the weeds shall be
destroyed. (Matthew 13:36-40) Jesus makes it thesd, in agreement with the
dispensationalists, the Kingdom of evil does grtnergyer and stronger every day, but He also
declares very clearly that simultaneous with threglom of evil is the growth of the Kingdom of
God. That's what this parable is all about. Helales that as we approach the end times, euvil
will be on the increase, but the Kingdom of God @ai$o be on the increase, and the end of
history will not be the abolition of the Kingdonmutihe fulfilment of God’s will on earth as it is

in heaven.
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The Kingdom of God is growing and the church oudeShrist has never been more alive than it
is today. This may not be the case in the UnitdeS, but if you go to Latin America or Asia or
Africa, you will see in such places that the churchlive and blooming. They add 50,000 new
people to the church by baptism in Africa everygnwveek. You all know the great stories of
the growth of the church in China. And in Latin Arita, Evangelical Christianity is expanding
in a way that defies imagination. The nation ohHoras is now more Evangelical than it is
Roman Catholic and there are more people atterifllaggelical churches on Sunday morning

in Brazil than are attending Roman Catholic chusch&he two kingdoms are growing up

alongside each other, but we know how it's goingnd...WE WIN!!!

T.S. Eliot had a way with words, and in his bodke Wasteland, he tells us that the way the
world will end will not be with a bang, but withvéhimper. He was wrong! The way the world
will end is that the kingdoms of this world will t@me the kingdoms of our God and He shall
rein forever and ever. Hallelujah, hallelujah! efature belongs to God and to God’s people,

and His Kingdom will come.

Our dispensationalist friends come back at us lgting to Genesis 15 and declaring that this
scripture lends support to the claim that the Hagd belongs exclusively to the Jews. After

all, they say, isn’t the land promised to the seledlbraham? | suppose | concur with them on
that, but they have to be aware of the fact thaAtab peoples are also of the seed of Abraham.
If you go to the book of Genesis, you will find theefore Isaac ever was born, Abraham had a
child from Hagar. His name was Ishmael, and thobgtah required Abraham to drive Hagar
and Ishmael into the desert, Abraham never ceadetwaledging Ishmael as his seed. You can
turn to the scriptures and find that upon Abrahade&ath he calls for his two sons, and Isaac and

Ishmael together—the acknowledged seed of Abrahay-thkir father in the grave. In short,
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any claim that would make Genesis 15 legitimatimmngiving the Holy Land exclusively to the
Jews has to be called into question with a caefamination of scripture, in that both Jews and

Arabs are descendents of Abraham.

One of the things that | have always had troubkd when | was confronted with
dispensationalist theology is the fact that if Jdlelson Darby was right then the Apostle Paul
was wrong and so is Jesus. Paul declares thahthreh in the first century should be waiting

and watching for Christ’s return. ( ) According to Darby, what Paul was

giving was a false alarm. If Paul had known whathy claimed to know, then he would have
recognized that Jesus could not return for a cotlpglesand years—until the Jews were back in
the Holy Land and the temple was rebuilt. FurthmenJesus tells His disciples that all the
things that needed to be fulfilled would be fu#dl before the generation of the disciples would

pass away. ( ) Finally, when tims@ans in the early church called out,

“Maranatha, Maranathal—Come quickly, Lord!” asays in the book of Revelation, the Lord
should have said, “Don’t you realize that 200 yeaust elapse before | can possibly come
back? There are seven dispensations and seveoféh&schurch that must pass before | can

return.”

To all of those dispensationalists who see onlydikmtegration of morality and spiritual

wellbeing here on the planet, | have to ask if tasyignoring the facts such as the following:

- 25 years ago, 80 percent of the population wdsriflte. Today it's only 20 percent.
« 25 years ago, one out of every six persons onlt#mephad no access to clean

drinking water. Today it is one out of twelve. allmeans there has been a 100
percent improvement.
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And these changes that | am describing have latgegn the result of the work of church people
around the world. | used to be able to say th#ténast 24 hours 45,000 children died of either

starvation or diseases related to malnutritionar’t say that anymore because the figure is now
down to 25,000. While that still is a horrendousniber of children dying, it is a far different

figure from the 45,000 that | talked about earlier.

God is at work in the world and, as it says in Epwes 1, Christ will one day bring into
subjection to Himself all principalities, all povgeiall dominions, and all throneghrough the
Church. Please note that the Church becomes the primstryyment of God through which

change takes place in the world.

The good news is that when Jesus returns the kingad this world will become the Kingdom

of our God, and that’'s why | raise some questidomiasome of the new praise music. To sing,
“Our God reigns” may be a mistake. It would betdreif we said, “Jesushall reign.” Right

now, God’s will is not done on earth as it is irahen, but one day it shall be. One day, He shall
come and join the people of God and together théyamplete the good work that He had

been accomplishing through them. When the trurepends, the completion of His work will

be actualized. Some of the new praise music ofhibech may be mistaken. For instance, when
we sing “Our God reigns,” | believe it would be teetf we resorted to the old hymn that said
“Jesusshall reign.” The Kingdom is not yet, but it will b&Ve live in anticipation. God calls us
to participate with Him in changing the world th&into the world that ought to be, and we
know that with His coming our hopes and dreamsHerworld that ought to be as described in

scripture will be made a reality.
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We also need to be truth tellers! The Americarrchumeeds to be told that, in the war of 1948
320 Palestinian villages were destroyed and, dimatetime, more villages have obliterated. In
many cases, people were ushered out of their habgsmpoint. One of the villages that was
destroyed has become a battle cry among Palestifbaseveral years. It is the village of Deir
Yassin. This was a pacifist village that refusee@nter into the military conflict. Nevertheless,
armies came and destroyed their town and manyegbdlople who lived there were killed. We
need to remind the American church about the SatdaShatill refugee camps on the Lebanon
border and how then General Sharon held back dags$rwhile Christian troops from Lebanon
slaughtered hundreds and hundreds of men, womeahaidden. In this case, at least the Israeli
government had the decency to deem General Shaityand move him out of the

government. Nevertheless, he eventually becamaepminister.

We need to make sure that the American Christiangvkhat what Amnesty International is

saying about Jenin and Nablus.

American Christians need to know about the offesrsdss and the ugliness of the wall that does
not follow the Green Line which should properlyidefthe borders between Israel and Palestine,
and how that wall has not only encroached on Halastland, but how it has often divided
Palestinian communities and prevented easy acoepgdple in one part of Palestine to get to
another. Descriptions of what happens at the gients have to be made known to our brothers

and sisters in the United States.

It can be argued that the wall was put up to dishirthe terrorism that had haunted the Israeli
people. We cannot escape the realities that bguibg off in buses and innocent people being

slaughtered by terrorists greatly decreased orewvéiti had gone up. | have heard other
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explanations as to why this decline in terrorisrausced, but it must be faced that terrorism has

driven the Israelis to many extreme measures.

While the Israeli army undoubtedly overreacted witakets were lobbed in Israeli settlements,

that more wasn’t done among the Palestinians sioh offences cannot be taken lightly.

You must be aware that there are Jewish peopleeitvnhited States who have been very upset
by what the Israeli army has done. As a case imtpihere are many Jewish brothers and sisters
in America who believe that the intifada was dei#tely created by Ariel Sharon who took

2,000 soldiers to the top of the holy mountain wvtité support of rocket-armed helicopters
overhead. They note that the rabbinical counbash in the United States and in Israel, declared
that no Jewish people should be on the holy monntaiil the Messiah comes. Only the
Messiah would know where the part of the Templegieded as the Holy of Holies is actually
located. Jewish people going up there prior taMllessiah’s return could mistakenly walk on

this holy place and, thus, commit sacrilege. Cqueatly, one has to ask what were Ariel
Sharon and his troops doing up there? Was itibetake attempt to stimulate a reaction among
Muslim Palestinians? Was he trying to create $ewntoreaction, knowing that during an intifada
the electorate of Israel always moves in the divaadf the political right, thus facilitating his
election to prime minister? Do not think for onement that Jewish people are not asking such
guestions. They are. Deeply committed to havamgdl live out the values that have been
articulated in the Hebrew Bible, they want the nlity@f Moses and the prophets expressed in

the policies of the State of Israel.
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Of course, American Christians have not, until nélge paid much attention to the illegal
settlements on Palestinian land that now housestl#t,000 Israeli citizens. Nor do they

know about the consequences of the walls thatupad those settlements.

Finally, American Christians must contribute idézat could facilitate a peaceful settlement
between the Israeli and Palestinian peoples. rfatamce, onaew idea has been put forth by
Russell Neely who serves in the Political Scienggagitment of Princeton University. He sees
the two most serious barriers to peace agreemsiisiag, on the one hand, the Israeli refusal to
accept any peace agreement that entails the rightwn for Palestinian refugees who are living
in the Gaza Strip and on the West Bank. The redsoisraelis oppose this return is because
Palestinians would outnumber Israelis and if thegame citizens could literally vote the state of

Israel out of existence and establish a Paleststate in its place.

The second seemingly insurmountable barrier toeagsettlement has to do with the illegal
settlements. The buildings that have been cortstlifor these settlements are substantial and
the number of people who are living there cannasoeably be displaced. Nevertheless, the
Palestinian people rightly say that the land betaimghem and that these settlements must be

dismantled.

Neely’s solution to these two barriers to peaceshaany points, but let me cite the most salient
ones:
1. That there be a two-state solution with capitalbah Israel and Palestine
being in Jerusalem.
2. That all persons of Arab lineage must be citizeith® Palestinian state.

This, of course, would require that the Palestigilanng in Israel and who
are Israeli citizens give up their citizenships dedome citizens of the
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Palestinian state. On the other hand, all Israelist be citizens of the state of
Israel.

3. When it comes to voting, Israelis can only votéhea Israeli election and
Palestinians can only vote in the Palestinian igect

4. People do not have to move, nor do the settlenteavs to be dismantled.
People can live anywhere they please. Jewish petiphot have to worry
that the Palestinians, when they return to thegioal homes within the state
of Israel will have the ability to vote the Isragbvernment out of existence
because they will not be citizens of Israel inespt the fact that they may be
living there. Likewise, the Jewish people livimgthe settlements on
Palestinian land do not have to move because, theeigh they are living on
Palestinian land, they are basically citizens oid&

5. Significant funding must be provided so that Paheest people will be able to
purchase land within the state of Israel if suctdless available for sale.

The plan is much more sophisticated and complex kiave stated in these brief comments, but
should anyone want further information they shouide to me at Eastern University, 1300

Eagle Road, St. Davids, PA 19087, USA.

The necessity for reconciliation between Israatid Balestinians, and especially with Palestinian
Christians, is a biblical mandate. We are callgddsus to be peacemakers and agents of
reconciliation. The stakes are very high. Sarklgltington, in a bestselling book entitl€de
Clash of Civilizations, points out that unless there are some dramasicggs in the way in

which the western world, with its Judeo-Christiamitage, relates to the Muslim world, the
possibility for a massive conflict that will makedd War Two seem mild by comparison is
increasingly likely. Consider that between 1948 4895 every civil war or act of terrorism was
over political/economic ideologies. The wars agdrist acts were always representative of a
Marxist-inspired ideology standing over and agadetnocratic capitalism. Then Huntington

goes on to point out that since 1995 just aboutyesenflict has been over religion. Consider
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what has happened in Indonesia, the Philippinegedi, Sudan, India, Pakistan—the list goes

on and on.

Friedrich Nietzsche once said that men never dongth more enthusiasm then when they do it

in the name of God. Religious wars in the 21stusrcould be the death of civilization.

We Christians are supposed to be people of hope.an/supposed to be declaring the good
news about what God is doing in the world, and atgad) the promise that one day the kingdoms

of this world will become the Kingdom of our Goddattat He shall reign forever and ever.

In the story that may or may not be true, Bobbyw&ishaving just won the world chess
championship wandered with a friend into a moveatkr in Manhattan to see the Bergman
movie, “The Seventh Seal.” The story was develagrednd a medieval knight playing chess
with the Prince of Darkness. As the story unfolds,are taken from time to time to the chess
board as the medieval knight and the Prince of Bes& make moves on each other. As the

movie comes to an end, the Prince of Darkness makasve and then declare§heckmatel

As the curtain came down, it is reported that BoBisher turned to his friend and said, “Why is
the knight giving up? Did you notice those piecé$? can still win. THE KING HAS ONE
MORE MOVE!" That's what we must declare, not otdythe American church, but to
Christians in Palestine and Christians around tbedy When the situation seems impossible
and the problems insurmountable, we have to detti@rgood news which is simply this—THE

KING HAS ONE MORE MOVE!
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